Ok, so what do you need to know about applying for uni?
Well, the easiest way is if you do year 12, and make sure that you complete all of the pre-requisites that your course needs.

Some courses have other requirements, such as attending an interview or filling out a special form – make sure you’ve done that.

And make sure you plan a pathway – that is a plan B, just in case you don’t get in straight away.

And most importantly make sure you have an idea about the course you’ve applied for and that you are pretty sure that you are going to like it.

The actual admissions process is organised by VTAC.  The Victorian Tertiary Admissions Centre, or if you’re applying through the New South Wales system – UAC.  Their websites have heaps of information on them.

So that’s what you need to pay attention to when you apply, but how are the places given out?

Well, it goes a little like this.

First things first, the Australian Tertiary Admissions ranking, 

That’s ATAR.

Thanks for that.

Is exactly what its name says it is – it’s a ranking

So, you’re ATAR is not your score in the VCE it’s how you’re positioned next to everyone else.

It’s simply a tool the universities use to give out the places. 

Your ATAR is actually a percentile ranking.

So, for instance, if you get an ATAR of 50, it means you are in the top 50% of all year 12’s.

If you get an ATAR of 70 it means you are in the top 30%, and if you get an ATAR of 90, it means you are in the top 10%.

Ok, onto giving out places.

We’ll use Journalism as an example.

Let’s pretend there are only 10 places in the course even though there are actually heaps more.

The person that makes selections works for the uni and they are called a selection officer.

She or he gets a list from VTAC of all the people who’ve applied for the course.  Provided they’ve completed all of the pre-requisites they are ordered by ATAR.

The selection officer then goes down the list until she’s filled 80% of the places.
The ATAR of the last applicant to get a place is known as the clearly in.  This means that if you’ve got that ATAR or above, you definitely have a place.









